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The stars of the show at this year’s 
annual gathering and AGM were 
drummer Kwame and the six 
entrants in the Scrap Sculpture 
Challenge.   

The standard of entries to the sculpture 
competition was so high that the judges 
were unable to pick a winner, all entries 
sharing first prize! 

We hope to display one or more of the 
sculptures in a Tools for Self Reliance 
photographic exhibition to be staged later in 
the year as part of our 30th birthday 
celebrations. 
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Culture fest at this year’s gathering 
and AGM 

Volunteers Coordinator Jo Bush, together with a team 
of runners from the Rotary Club of Tower Hamlets, is 
running in this year’s British 10K London Run. Jo has 
just completed her first 5K run and has her sights set 
on the big race on Sunday 11 July. Jo and the team 
desperately need your support if they are to meet 
their fundraising target.  

To sponsor Jo and the others on the tenth 
anniversary of the British 10K or to find out more give 
Jo a call on 023 8086 9697 or check the website at 
www.tfsr.org . 

British 10K – your team needs you! 

The rhythm section led by master drummer Kwame 

Where do you see us in five year’s time? 
2010 is your chance to shape the debate. Throughout the year we will be consulting you on our plans 
for the five year period 2012–2016. You’ll have your chance to listen and speak through five volunteer 
network days and a questionnaire which will be sent to you later in the year. 

The first of the network days was held at Netley Marsh earlier this month. Turn to page 8 for details of 
the other network days that have been confirmed so far. We will be arranging further events for 
supporters in Scotland and the North-West and will be let you know details when we have them. 

Nothing’s impossible 
by Roy Barnard  

Roy Barnard made 
his sculpture from 
a scrap spirit level 
and a boxwood 
rule. 

We talked to 
another of the 
sculptors, Mary 
Smith, to find out 
what inspired her 
to create African 
Woman (see page 6). 



Melissa Meek – sewing machine refurbisher  
“I’ve always used a sewing machine. One of my 
earliest memories is being propped up at the kitchen 
table using my mother’s old hand Singer sewing 
machine. 

“I learnt [how to refurbish sewing machines] by joining 
the Castle Cary group. If I get stuck on something a 
wonderful chap called Roger helps me out. There’s a 
manual. Like a lot of women I’m quite familiar with a 
sewing machine. It’s one machine I’ve used from 
early childhood, and so it doesn’t scare me. 

“I know how a sewing machine has transformed my 
life … but to be able to send it out to a community 
where it’s really going to have a revolutionary effect 
on people’s lives enabling them to earn a living from 
their own home or set up a workshop or set up a 
business, that is fabulous isn’t it!”  

Getting in print may be easier than you thought. Here’s an example of a recent article by the Castle 
Cary refurbishing group, which appeared in its council newsletter, appealing for more volunteers. 

2009 has got off to a really strong start for the Cary branch of Tools for Self Reliance, which 
refurbishes old hand tools and sewing machines and sends them to communities in Africa. In late 
January we sent off a consignment of 14 hand-powered Singer sewing machines, all donated by local 
people and expertly refurbished by our group. Each one of those machines will enable a person in 
countries like Ghana and Tanzania to make clothes not only for their own family but to earn a 
livelihood that will put their children through school. 

In addition, we have continued to repair and clean a wide range of other craftsmen’s tools, with metal 
planes, paraffin blow-lamps and brass foot-pumps among numerous items to have passed through our 
hands recently. We collect and refurbish all sorts of tools, as long as they are not garden implements 
or broken beyond repair, but there are some items we are hunting which are in particularly short 
supply. You can find a list of these online at www.tfsr.org  – click on the button saying ‘Tool 
shortages’. 

More good news has been the addition of several new volunteers to our refurbishing group, which 
meets every Tuesday during term time at Ansford School from 7 to 9 pm. We are always keen to 
welcome new members, so please call Amon Cohen on 350248 if you wish to join our ranks. No 
previous experience with tools is necessary. Call the same number to donate tools or sewing 
machines (hand-powered and treadle-powered Singers only please). 

Finally, we would like to thank the school for what is now six fantastic years of lending its premises to 
Tools for Self Reliance. It’s funny how things come full circle. One of our most recent sewing machine 
donations was from a lady in Shepton Mallet who joined Ansford School as a pupil the year it opened. 
The machine had been in her family all that time and now it has come into the school she attended all 
those years ago for us to overhaul and pass on. 

 

Achieve results by writing for your community newsl etter 

Members of Castle Cary group with Vincent 
Subbey of our partner TRAX Ghana 

Dennis Massey 
– refurbisher and the group’s coordinator 
“We need any hand tools for all the major trades … 
woodworking, building, bicycle repair, car mechanics, 
almost everything that requires a hand tool. If in 
doubt let us have it. We also take some power tools. 

“There are certain things that we really desperately 
need such as blacksmithing tools. It’s not for horse-
shoeing. It’s because blacksmiths tools are tools that 
make tools - like the old blacksmiths always did, 
made all the ploughs and made all the hoes, harrows 
and everything, and can repair stuff. So if we put a kit 
of blacksmithing tools into somebody’s hands that 
spreads out throughout the community.” 

Castle Cary refurbishing group speaking on BBC Radi o Somerset, 3 Feb 2010 

page 2 



Patching machine to get new lease of life �Auction of 
promises charity 
fundraiser  �

We get lots of news from Africa about the positive 
impact of our work. But stories abound about the 
tools we send and the people behind them. Like 
this cobbler’s patching machine which we picked 
up from Wimborne in Dorset. 

“It belonged to my late father who for 30 years 
worked as a shoemaker in Broadstone.” 

Other than a broken needle guide Mr Purchase 
Senior’s machine is in working order and as such 
is being restored to its former glory. 

Tool donor Peter Purchase says goodbye to his 
father’s old patching machine 

As part of its 30th birthday celebrations, Tools for 
Self Reliance is staging a photographic 
exhibition. The exhibition, which is being funded 
by a grant from Awards for All and will coincide 
with Black History Month, will open at the John 
Hansard Gallery in Southampton in October, 
before touring around the UK. 

Working with young people, Kristianne Drake who 
lectures in photography at Solent University 
hopes to shine a light on the lives of some of the 
people involved with Tools for Self Reliance 
through pictures and their own stories. 

Getting up close 
and personal 

A major fundraising event to raise money 
for Tools for Self Reliance takes place at 
the end of October. Tools for Self Reliance 
is holding an Auction of Promises in a bid 
to raise as much money as possible for 
our work in Africa to celebrate our 30th 
year. 

We need as much help as we can get with 
‘promises’. The offers we’ve received so far 
include a weekend’s b&b in Somerset, curtain 
making and painting tuition, and a trip on a 
narrowboat. Please contact Nicky or Rob if you 
have anything you can offer. 

The Auction of Promises takes place on Thursday 
28 October. Tickets are on sale now and cost 
£35. For all ticket enquiries contact Jenny at 
jenny@tfsr.org  
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Ouch!  The recession bites  �

  By Ian Limbrick 

If you are a tool collector or 
refurbisher you may be wondering 
why there has been a reduction in 
the number of tool shipments to 
Africa this year when your tools 
stores are overflowing. 

Tools for Self Reliance has been 
affected by the recent recession and its aftermath 
just like any other organisation or business. 
Funding is more difficult to come by as the trust 
funds that provide the majority of the funding for 
our projects rely on stocks and shares for most of 
their income. With the stock market being in the 
doldrums in 2009 and only slowly recovering in 
2010 trust income has been greatly reduced and 
therefore the amount of money available to 
support charities like Tools for Self Reliance is 
well down on previous years. 

Previously one funder provided all the funding for 
one project, but in the current economic climate it 
takes two or three different funders to get enough 
funds together to enable the project to go ahead. 
When we ship tools to a country we do not just 
ship tools for one project. There may be tools for 
four or five different projects within one container. 
Until all the projects in a shipment are funded we 
cannot send out the tools. 

This is borne out by the figures. So far this year 
we have shipped two containers to Tanzania and 
Ghana. By this stage in 2009 we had already 
dispatched four shipments. We have further 
shipments planned for Malawi, Zambia and 
Tanzania but some of the projects in these 
shipments are still not funded. 

What are we doing about it? 

You will have noticed a much greater emphasis 
on fundraising in all our publications in the last 12 
months. At Netley Marsh we have initiated a 
number of different fundraising activities and 
many of our groups have donated funds that are 
going towards projects. 

Individual donors now have the opportunity to buy 
shares in projects and receive regular updates 
about the project they sponsor. We are promoting 
one such project to Rotary Clubs – our latest 
project with TRAX, a partner in northern Ghana. 
We are also working with other organisations who 
have funded training programmes to supply them 
with tools to use on their projects. For example, 

we are currently working on supplying two 
substantial quantities of tools for Workaid 
projects. 

By working together and coming up with new and 
innovative fundraising ideas we can all help to 
secure funding for projects, get them up and 
running more quickly and speed up the shipping 
of tools. 

 

Grants to help your group grow 

Does your Tools for Self Reliance group benefit 
your local community as well as artisans in 
Africa? Do you need extra volunteers and are you 
looking for extra funding to help get them? 

There are many local funding schemes through 
local authorities, small charitable trusts, churches, 
and clubs to promote volunteering and other 
beneficial activities such as recycling. You are 
best placed to find out about these. Ask at your 
local voluntary services bureau. 

One of the biggest funders of local groups is the 
Awards for All lottery grants scheme. Grants 
ranging from £500 upwards for specific projects 
or activities are available. Call 0845 600 2040 for 
details or go to their website at 
www.awardsforall.org  

Please let us know what kinds of grants you are 
thinking about and ask us for advice if you need 
it. 
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Craftworkers in UK help women in Africa   

Here is a great fundraising idea. Craft 2 Craft is a 
group of handicrafts enthusiasts in the UK that is 
making hand crafted items for sale at local craft 
fairs to raise money for women’s projects in 
Africa. 

According to Carole D’Arcy the group’s 
coordinator and part-time office volunteer at 
Netley Marsh, “It’s a great way to learn new skills, 
make new friends and raise money for Tools for 
Self Reliance all at the same time.” 

It’s also a great way to get some publicity for 
Tools for Self Reliance. Carole recently got a 
short article about the group published in 
Women’s Weekly. 

Craft 2 Craft will have a stall at this year’s Open 
Day (26 June) on top of the ten (and counting) 
other events planned for this year. Carole and the 
team are well on their way towards achieving 
their target of £3,000. 

 

Carole D’Arcy (left), Craft 2 Craft’s coordinator  

Garden tools – what do you do 
with yours?  

Mark Henshaw of Ripon says: 

“Although Tools for Self Reliance doesn’t send 
garden tools they are a very good source of 
income. I sell mine in bundles at an auction and 
always get a good price. I presume they are 
bought by people selling them at car boot sales.” 

A successful day in Southwell  

We are very grateful for all the support you give 
us. It won’t surprise you to know that as a charity, 
we have to keep the funds coming in so that we 
can continue to change people’s lives, which is 
why we keep banging on about it! We can’t 
expect everyone to be interested in fundraising. 
But maybe if you’re a group you could recruit a 
new volunteer who is!  

page 5 

By Bill Basford 
 
Just to let you all know that we had a wonderful 
day on 30 May representing Tools for Self 
Reliance at the Hoveringham Village Vintage 
Vehicle Rally and Show. We were almost 
mobbed whilst putting the gazebo up in a big 
wind by people wanting our sales stuff. 

 

“We never stopped talking 
all afternoon” 
 
Both of us never stopped talking all afternoon in 
glorious weather and we came away much lighter 
in our non-Tools for Self Reliance stocks, having 
raised £232 – but it hasn't stopped there! 

I took photos of some imperial spanners that 
were too big to take to the show and we 
subsequently sold them for £104 to two different 
buyers, who now want all we can find. Then, as a 
result of the clear-out on Sunday and further 
sorting I took 200kg of scrap to Briggs Metals in 
Newark and got a further £31. 

So £367 raised in total so far. Thanks for all your 
support and hard work. I shall probably be able to 
send around £450 to HQ very soon. 

But, in addition, at the rally we had a visit from 
two people from Lincolnshire. They believe they 
could start a group from their church and we plan 
to go across sometime to give their people a talk 
about just what is involved. We’ll ask them to 
speak to HQ if they decide to go ahead. 

We have an extended welcome from the rally 
organisers for next year as well. 

Bill Basford is the coordinator of the Southwell 
refurbishing group 

Thank you! 
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African woman 

We discovered Mary beavering away in the 
sewing machine workshop at Netley Marsh. 
African Woman , Mary’s entry in the Scrap 
Sculpture Challenge at this year’s AGM, has 
been turning heads. We started by talking about 
where she got the idea. 

“I thought about what my connection with tools is. What 
I do at Tools for Self Reliance – refurbishing and 
checking sewing machines – affects mainly women, not 
men. So making an African woman seemed the logical 
thing to do.” 

Mary Smith’s background is as a dressmaker, so it was 
no surprise that the clothes of her African Woman were 
a central part of the project. Mary is no 

stranger to works of art, as she has a degree in ceramics and once taught pottery. But 
she’s never tackled anything human before or anything on this scale. 

“I had a clear idea of what I was trying to achieve. I wanted, for example, to create the 
effect of brightly coloured flowing robes. But how to do it? What would ‘drape in the 
metals line’? Then it hit me – saw blades! 

“By removing the handle and drilling a hole in the tapered end of each saw blade using a 
pillar drill I was able to hang the saws off a wired frame giving the illusion of folds in a 
dress. My husband Tony came in useful here – thankfully he soldered the frame for me.” 

There were a total of six entries in the Scrap Sculpture Challenge and they were all of an 
amazingly high standard. You can see them on our website. Just go to our home page 
(www.tfsr.org ) and follow the links. 

FAQs 
We always listen to what you tell us and try to 
respond. Questions inevitably arise. Here are a 
few of the things that might be on your mind. 
 
How do we know that the tools get to their 
destination and are used as intended? 

The toolkits are sent in sealed containers direct to our 
established and trusted partner organisations in 
Africa, many of whom we have been working with for 
many years. The kits are then distributed locally by 
our partners, to ensure that they reach the people 
they are intended for. It is in their interest to safeguard 
the tools. We also ask for feedback from recipients, 
which may be in the form of a letter directly to us or 
via our partners. In addition, our partners visit artisans 
to see how they are getting on with their new tools, 
and report to us on a regular basis. We also visit each 
country every year and see for ourselves the tools 
being used. 
 

How do we ensure the quality of the training? 

Much of the training is carried out by our partner 
organisations which have the necessary skills to 
deliver training effectively. These include established 
vocational training centres such as Craftshare in 
Sierra Leone. Others use the experience of 
experienced artisans and their own accredited 
trainers. 
 
Why don’t we send consumables like screws 
and nails? 

We advocate self-reliance not dependency, and so 
decisions about what tools and equipment we do and 
don’t send to our projects in Africa reflect this. In 
addition, in most cases consumables like screws and 
nails are available locally or can be made by local 
blacksmiths. 
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How do we select the countries that we work 
in? 

The countries we work in are the result of a rigorous 
selection process. As well as baseline data relating to 
quality of life, we look at a number of other factors 
such as the state of the local artisan sector, the 
existence of organisations with whom we can form 
effective working partnerships and the logistics of 
transporting tools to rural areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more FAQs refer to our Publicity Pack. 
Contact Jo on 023 8086 9796 for the current 
edition. 

Collecting tools via council 
resource recycling sites – 
good idea or bad?  

Previously we have reported on your 
experiences of collecting tools via household 
recycling centres. Here’s another viewpoint – 
that of Rachel Wildblood, environmental 
consultant. 

Tools can be collected for refurbishment through 
several different routes, one of them is through local 
authority household recycling centres, or ‘the tip’!  

Recycling centres are places where householders 
take unwanted items, but items which still have a 
value either when they are repaired and useful again, 
or when the materials they contains are extracted. 
These items are a resource, not a waste, e.g. you 
may not want spent batteries but the nickel, lead or 
cadmium they may contain is valuable!  

The materials collected at recycling centres include 
glass, metals, garden waste and electrical equipment. 
Some Tools for Self Reliance collectors have 
expanded this list of materials, through placing a 
container for tools in a recycling centre, as happened 
in Oxfordshire. Oxfordshire County Council and the 
site operators are happy with this arrangement. The 
container is in a suitable position, i.e. visible yet safe, 
and is regularly monitored by the collector.  

County Councils have high recycling targets set by 
Government. Therefore any tools collected at council 
sites must be weighed and recorded. This is also 
important as the site operator’s bonuses may be 
linked to the weight of materials reused or recycled. It 
further benefits the council and site operators to 
achieve recycling rates if any unwanted tools are 
sorted on site and directly put into the metal collection 
skips.  

As expected, the quality of tools in the container 
varies a lot. Oxfordshire County Council said that 
putting signs to target specific tools such as “Anvils 
Only!”, or prescriptive descriptions to reduce the 
amount of unwanted tools may help, but there is a risk 
that ‘over signing’ would mean that people stop 
reading what is written.  

A tools container in a recycling centre needs support 
from either the council or the site operator, depending 
on the site contract. However, as well and support 
and permissions, time and devotion is needed. 
Sorting and weighing tools and providing data is 
required, therefore although collecting tools from a 
recycling centre can be fruitful it is definitely a labour 
intensive business. 

In a previous life Rachel worked for Oxfordshire 
County Council. These are her own views and don't 
necessarily represent those of OCC.  

Did you know you can choose to receive your 
Groups Bulletin by email. We will send you an 
email containing a link to the bulletin page on our 
website. 

This will help us to save on paper, ink and 
postage, and help us to do our bit for the planet 
while saving money at the same time. 

Don’t forget that we also have a volunteers’ email 
bulletin which comes out approximately every 
fortnight. If you would like to subscribe to this 
please let us know. 

In both cases you can email Rob at rob@tfsr.org   

Go green: receive your 
Groups Bulletin by email 

Scrap bins at Netley Marsh 
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26 June 
Open Day, Netley Marsh, 11 am til 4 pm 

17 July 
Wales and South-West network day/
organisational strategy consultation, Bristol 
10 am til 4 pm 

16 October 
Craft 2 Craft sale at Netley Marsh, 10 am til 3 pm 

28 October 
Auction of Promises, Kuti’s Royal Thai Pier, 
Southampton, 7.30 pm 

29 October 
Midlands network day/organisational strategy 
consultation, Coventry, 10 am til 4 pm 

30 October 
North-East network day/organisational strategy 
consultation, Wakefield, 10 am til 4 pm 

Dates for your diary �

Join our Celebration: 

Fish ’n’ chip supper & quiz �

The latest Join our Celebration ‘party’ was a fish 
‘n’ chip supper and quiz night held at Totton 
Sports Club On 20 May. The event raised over 
£150. 

If you would like to organise your own event to 
celebrate our 30th birthday please get in touch to 
let us know your plans. 

Lydia and Sarah just have time to fill in an answer 
before the fish course! 

Help Tools for Self Reliance 
earn money on eBay �

By Larry Boyd 

Raising money and making new friends – that’s 
what Tools for Self Reliance is doing on eBay, the 
internet auction site. For years, we have sold 
tools and donated items that our partners in 
Africa don’t need. Until a few years ago, this 
meant car boot sales, steam rallies and antique 
dealers. Since joining the internet marketplace, 
Netley Marsh volunteer Cliff Lewis has raised 
����� £10,000. 

Tools for Self Reliance has built an excellent 
eBay reputation. Feedback can be viewed by 
anyone. Go online and check out our eBay page 
at http://myworld.ebay.co.uk/tools_for_self_reliance  

Would you like help? If you are an eBay user, it is 
easy to join in. Tools for Self Reliance is 
registered with the eBay for Charities programme 
and you can sell items to benefit our work without 
paying eBay fees on. 

If you haven’t used eBay before but would like to 
get involved I’d be happy to give you some 
advice. You can email me at larry@tfsr.org or 
phone me on 023 8086 9697. 

For more details, see the eBay site – the link to 
eBay for Charities is in small letter at the bottom 
of the eBay home page. 

If you want to get started here are a few tips on 
selling: 

· Almost anything will sell if you find the right 
category – no matter what it is someone 
collects it. 

· Start with just a few items. Small items are 
much easier to pack and post. 

· Be open and friendly with customers to build 
trust. Communicate quickly. If they send a 
cheque, send the item - don't bother to wait 
for the cheque to clear. 

· PayPal really simplifies payments once you 
get through the registration. Much easier than 
handling cheques. 

· Add £2 – £5 for postage, packing and 
handling. 

· Seven day auctions are suitable for most 
items. 

· Items worth less than £5 are not value for 
money on your time. Group like items and sell 
together. 


